MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
ON
 USE OF COMMUNICATION DEVICES WHILE DRIVING

This Memorandum of Understanding between the Forest Service and the Forest Service Council, National Federation of Federal Employees Federal District 1, IAMAW finalizes the agreement between Management and the Union (the Parties) with respect to the clarification of policy issued in Washington Office memorandum, dated May 21, 2002, addressed to Regional Foresters, Station Directors, Area Director, IITF Director, Job Corps, and WO Staff, Subject: Use Of Cellular Phones While Driving.

The Parties realize that situations may arise where the use of a cellular telephone, two-way radio, or other communication device while driving is warranted and justified.

The Parties agree that the use of cellular telephones, two-way radios, or other communication devices while driving are appropriate when there is an immediate threat to life, health, or property.

The Parties also agree that it is appropriate for employees to acknowledge in-coming communications of a non-emergency nature while driving with the express understanding that they, as motor vehicle operators, must pull over to the shoulder of the roadway, as soon as possible, when conditions permit a safe exit from the flow of traffic in order to continue or reestablish communications.

This Memorandum of Understanding remains in effect until the Parties jointly agree to modify or rescind it.

For Management





For the Union
/s/Irving W. Thomas



                      
 /s/William R. Dougan             
Date: August 1, 2002



           Date: July 22, 2002
