NFFE goes to the County Fair — to meet Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack

Two of President Obama'’s cabinet members, U.S. Secretary of Agrectiibm Vilsack and
Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood, made a stop at the LaCrosse Couirtyséaihwest Wisconsin
on July 18 In the midst of their “Rural Tour,” Vilsack and LaHood discussed the idtration’s
efforts to rebuild and revitalize rural America. Seew.ruraltour.govfor more information. Mark
Davis, National Federation of Federal Employees (NFFE) Forest8dPauncil Vice President and
Legislative Committee Chair, and John Obst, NFFE Vice President, attdredevent.

Photo Caption: NFFE-FSC Vice President Mark Davis (right) and NFFE Vicad&meisJohn
Obst (center) meet with Secretary of Agriculture Vilsack in West Salsegisin. John is a
previous NFFE-FSC President.

The Rural Tour provides an opportunity for the Secretaries to heandimstabout the challenges facing
rural America — and the large and animated crowd did their part to éhatiF@ppened. Rural residents,
small farm and business owners, and agriculture workers described tbeadinestances they currently
face. This feedback and input will be used to refine departmental pealidegsrograms to develop new
ones. Vilsack and LaHood listened respectfully, described initsathat might help, and in some cases
referred people to staff members for assistance on specific issues.

NFFE representatives Davis and Obst had an opportunity to talk with h& B&cretary after the forum
ended. Davis spoke to Secretary Vilsack about the union’s commitment to wotkiwin rebuilding

the infrastructure and workforce of the Forest Service that have bemmskeeroded by years of neglect.
Obst, noting that NFFE backed President Obama and ascribed to his philqggupligsd NFFE’s
support to make the Administration, the Secretary, and the USDA and its eagptugeessful by
working together to meet our country’s needs. Secretary Vilsack iedibat“looked forward to
partnering with the Union.”



